connection to him heightens her sympathies for the populist movement and threatens the stability of intimate corps de ballet.
Narrated by Madame's devotee, Masha, the emotional affects of Madame's abandonment are evident. Distressed by her mentor's rash behavior, Masha attempts to warn her, but discovers rational explanations cannot counter true passion.
Grounded in Puerto Rico's rich history and culture, Flight of the Swan examines the complexities of love and betrayal, of civil duty and personal sacrifice. At its core, the book explores the power of art, the depth of Madame's commitment to dance, and her willingness to forsake everything for it.
Discussion Guide

1.
Madame sustains the corps de ballet with her reputation as the czar's ballerina. What kind of responsibility does Madame have for her dancers? What have they forsaken in order to be a member of her company? How do they react to the news of her affair? 2. Masha's devotion to Madame is unwavering. Why is she so loyal? Is the dance world the rose-petaled realm she had anticipated when she first beseeched Madame to adopt her as a pupil?
3. Compare Madame's arrangement with Dandre to her affair with Diamantino. How do both of these relationships illustrate the sacrifices one must make for art? Would Madame have given up everything for Diamantino, including her dance? Was she justified in having her marriage license destroyed?
4.
As the dance troupe arrives in Arecibo, they witness the recruitment of Puerto Ricans for the United States war effort. 
